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Learn about the next HoCo By Design Chapter: 

Supporting Economic Prosperity 
 

Sign up for August 2 (6:30-8:30 pm; virtual) or  
August 3 (3:00-5:00 pm (in-person and virtual) meetings 
https://www.hocobydesign.com/economic-prosperity 

 
While the draft has not yet been released, the HoCoByDesign website reports that the 
Supporting Economic Prosperity chapter “highlights values, policies, and initiatives that continue 
strengthening Howard County’s position as a self-sustaining, diverse employment center for the 
region. Key approaches include ensuring a healthy jobs-housing balance, supporting industrial 
growth, creating opportunities for mixed-use activity centers, supporting modern agriculture, 
enhancing access to employment training and education, promoting job diversity, and 
supporting businesses large and small so that they can be strong and prosperous in the future.“  
This chapter recognizes the link between a diversity of jobs and housing and the opportunity for 
affordable housing offered by mixed-use centers.  
 
Coalition members have the opportunity to contribute to the concepts presented in this new 
chapter that can have significant housing implications.   Participate in the August 2 or 3 
information sessions and respond to the survey that will follow the sessions. 

 

UPDATE 
 
Housing Opportunities Housing Trust Formerly Announced 
During the July 13 celebration of the new Housing Opportunities Trust Fund, County Executive 
Ball said, “We now have a financial tool to help implement our Housing Opportunities Master 
Plan – the first completed in more than a decade. We will increase homeownership 
opportunities, help stabilize neighborhoods, expand wealth-building for future generations, and 
more. The transformational fund, the first of its kind in Howard County, will be administered by 
the county Department of Housing and Community Development and will be used to:  
assist first-time home buyers, develop, preserve, and rehab affordable housing in Howard 
County, and increase affordability for low-income households.   
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/News071322 
 
Roslyn Rise Project Progressing 
County Executive Ball’s July 25 newsletter noted that Enterprise’s redevelopment of Columbia’s 
Roslyn Rise mixed income housing project is moving along with the original 1971 built complex 
now completely demolished.  The news blurb includes a video that provides an overview of the 
project with before and anticipated images.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aV4tZfOlb7o 

 

RECENT READS 
St. Anselm’s Center for Ethics in Society has released highlights of a study of more than 500 
registered New Hampshire voters conducted between May 19-20.  The Center as part of its 
Housing We Need initiative sought to understand what changes, if any, Granite Staters 
supported to alleviate the state’s housing crisis. Media coverage of survey results included the 
following: 

https://www.hocobydesign.com/economic-prosperity
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/News071322
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aV4tZfOlb7o


 (N.H. Business Review)…Survey finds overwhelming support for affordable 
housing…While New Hampshire lawmakers were rejecting and watering down workforce 
housing proposals, Granite State voters emphatically support building more affordable housing, 
according to a poll released Tuesday by St. Anselm College. Respondents to the survey 
overwhelmingly said they would want such housing built in their own community, even in their 
own neighborhood, and on the whole supported changing local laws in order to do it.  
 (Union Leader) Two-thirds say the state needs more affordable housing…More than 
two-thirds of New Hampshire voters say their communities need more affordable housing, and a 
little more than half support relaxing local zoning ordinances to allow it, according to an online 
survey conducted last month by Saint Anselm College. The college’s Center for Ethics in Society 
also found that 61% of respondents oppose the notion that multifamily housing should be 
limited to cities and not suburbs or rural areas.  
 
https://www.anselm.edu/ethics-governance/blog/saint-anselm-center-ethics-releases-first-
nh-housing-poll 

Enterprise to Help Baltimore Houses of Worship Build 600 Affordable Homes.  Enterprise 
Community Partners article; 7/14/2022. . Enterprise Community Partners has announced an 
expansion of its Faith-Based Development Initiative (FBDI) in Baltimore that helps houses of 
worship convert underutilized land into affordable homes.  A $500,000 Wells Fargo Foundation 
grant will 12 support houses of worship address the affordable housing shortage in their 
communities by transforming underutilized property owned by faith-based organizations into 
affordable housing.    https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/news/enterprise-help-baltimore-
houses-worship-build-600-affordable-homes 

New D.C. fund takes $95 million aim at systemic health disparities.  Washington Post; 6/16/2022.       
A new fund in the District plans to dispense $95 million in grants, after an application deadline 
next month, to address health disparities. But the Health Equity Fund, managed by the Greater 
Washington Community Foundation, is not primarily targeting clinical care. Instead, it will fund 
community-based nonprofits to tackle systemic factors such as income and access to housing — 
which research has shown drives 80 percent of population health outcomes.  

Marian House an example of how the city can be saved.  Reader Letter; Baltimore SUN; 

6/23/2022     “…The overarching problems of homelessness, addiction, criminal justice, poverty, 
racial inequality and violence are complex, entangled and deep rooted in Baltimore… [Columnist 
Dan] Rodricks] speaks truth that many people make assumptions about the availability and the 
access of services to those needing help. The road to recovery from homelessness (and the 
host of problems associated with it) is complicated: filled with long waiting lists, a one size fits 
all approach to housing, bureaucracy, flawed policy and underfunding…. Yet [Marion House] 
rehabilitative program was defunded by the federal government and [Baltimore] city offices 
because we would not follow a “housing first model.” The solution to ending homelessness is 
more than just free housing. I agree if “we can devote more resources, finally, to solve more of 
the individual problems at the root of the big ones,” Baltimore can begin to see change…”. 

 
# # # # 

 
If you have questions or need additional information, contact:  jleng1747@gmail.com.   

Information about the Coalition, its members and advocacy initiatives including testimony. 
https://www.acshoco.org/programs/community-partnerships/housing-affordability-coalition/ 

 
The Coalition appreciates the logistical support provided in community partnership by the  

Association of Community Services. 
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