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2022 Coalition Advocacy Priorities 

During the February 24 Member meeting, the Coalition Steering Committee reported that throughout 
2022 its advocacy agenda will focus on:   
 --State authorization of, FY 23 funding for, and Department of Housing and Community   
  Development (DHCD) implementation of the Housing Opportunities Trust Fund; 
 --Housing Opportunities Master Plan (HOMP) recommendations related to expanding the  
  Moderate Income Housing Unit (MIHU) program.   
 --Continued participation in the HoCo By Design General Plan process concentrating on ensuring 
  the final plan either integrates HOMP recommendations or provides the framework for  
  implementation of the recommendations in the next Comprehensive Zoning update; 
 --Keeping the Downtown Columbia Plan affordable housing-related projects moving in line with  
  projected timelines. 
 --Working to ensure that 2022 election candidates understand the importance of   
  affordable housing to the community’s economic vitality and low and moderate-income  
  residents’ financial stability, and that County residents are informed about candidate  
  housing-related stances.    
Please note that focus on these specific advocacy priorities will not preclude engagement with the 
Administration, Council and/or community partners on other housing-related issues as they arise 
throughout the year, particularly in regard to other HOMP recommendations, such as Accessary Dwelling 
Units (ADUs), housing and rental assistance for seniors and people with disabilities, and land use and 
zoning issues and opportunities.  

 
ACTIVITIES UPDATE 

 

Patuxent Commons Development Project 
Mark Dunham (HC Autism Society) and Elizabeth Everhart (Mission First) provided February 24 
membership meeting attendees an overview of the Patuxent Commons multi-generational housing 
project.   Twenty-five percent of the 76 units will be reserved for persons with disabilities and preference 
for another 40 percent will be given to seniors.   The remaining units in the 70 percent affordable and 30 
percent market rate will be available to other families and younger adults.   It is anticipated that this spring 
the HC Autism Society and Mission First (nonprofit project developer) will be seeking Council approval of a 
PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes), which is a critical element of the project’s complex financing structure.  
Full presentation attached. 
 
Housing Opportunities Trust Fund 
The Coalition testified March 1 in support of General Assembly bill HB0878 that would provide to the 
Administration the authority to create a Housing Opportunities Trust Fund.   Testimony presented to the 
House Environment and Transportation Committee, March 1. 
 
Council Legislation 
 
--Spending Authorization Ordinance (SAO) 3-2022 would enable Howard County’s Department of Housing 
and Community Development to use $6.56 million, currently being held in contingency reserve, to move 
forward the Ranleigh Court Columbia redevelopment project and the Patuxent Commons new 
development project, and to extend the MIHU Settlement Down Payment Loan Program.  Council 



 

 

members raised procedural questions during the February 28 work session including whether the Council 
has the authority to approve shifting FY 2022 money put into contingency for a specific purpose –
specifically the HOTF seed funding and the Dorsey Overlook project—to other DHCD programs or projects.  
The Council will consider SAO-3 at its March 7 legislative meeting.   
 
--At its March 7 legislative meeting, the Council will consider currently tabled CB 7-2022 (would require the 
Turf Valley Planned Community Golf Course {PCGC) MIHUs to be built on site, CB 8-2022 (would require 
MIHUs to be built on site in Transportation Oriented Development (TOD) zoning areas, and CB 9-2022 
(would require developers to communicate with HCPSS about housing projects that could impact school 
enrollments). 
 

RECENT READS 
 
Baltimore Gets Serious About Helping Homeless People… Baltimore SUN, March 1, 2022. 
How does one measure a society’s greatness? By its military might? By its wealth? By its natural beauty, architecture 
or founding documents? Here’s a yardstick that came to mind recently: how it treats its most vulnerable members… 
[a] difficult issue is simply this: Will Baltimore stand alone in this serious effort to address homelessness? Maryland 
needs a regional approach to this problem. If Baltimore’s initiative relieves Baltimore, Howard, Anne Arundel, Harford 
and Carroll counties of their own obligations toward homeless people, as individuals in crisis simply leave Towson, 
Glen Burnie, Bel Air and beyond to find help in the city, then the problem of homelessness isn’t being solved so much 
as transferred. That’s just another form of redlining (or perhaps reverse-urban flight-ing). The counties have 
American Rescue Plan dollars sitting around as well. Where are their plans to help the less fortunate? Baltimore 
County has pitched a $16 million “Affordable Housing Opportunity Fund,” but it is slated to go to at least a half-dozen 
purposes from preserving existing affordable housing to making existing shelters more accessible to the disabled.   
http://digitaledition.baltimoresun.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=d7422ac5-baa9-4af6-844f-29b28384bbd2 
 
Baltimore County Kicks Off Public Engagement Phase of Master Plan 2030…Rosenberg Martin Greenberg 
Newsletter, February 28, 2022.   
Baltimore County is currently in the process of preparing the next iteration of its Master Plan, dubbed Master Plan 
2030.  The County Master Plan effectively provides the blueprint for land use and development policies in Baltimore 
County for the next ten years.  Master Plan 2030 has been developed around the following principles: (1) promoting 
equity in decision making and distribution of resources and creating opportunities for all citizens of the County, (2) 
ensuring long-term sustainability of County infrastructure and its natural resources, and (3) promoting responsible 
economic development through equitable housing opportunities as well as access for all citizens to valuable 
recreational and cultural resources.   
 
New Legislation Would Significantly Modify Baltimore City’s Inclusionary Housing Law by Repealing Cost Offsets 
and Waivers…Rosenberg Martin Greenberg Newsletter, February 28, 2022. 
New legislation was introduced in the Baltimore City Council that would significantly amend the City’s existing 
Inclusionary Housing Ordinance, which is currently set to expire on June 30, 2022, by imposing stricter mandates. The 
provisions of the existing Inclusionary Housing Ordinance are summarized below, followed by a summary of the 
notable changes proposed under the new legislation. Briefly, the bill directs developers of new residential projects 
containing more than 20 units to set aside 10 percent of the units for affordable housing. Most significantly, the 
proposed legislation would modify current policy by shifting the cost of providing those affordable units exclusively to 
the project/developer.  https://www.rosenbergmartin.com/blog/2022/02/24/new-legislation-would-significantly-
modify-baltimore-citys-inclusionary-housing-law-by-repealing-cost-offsets-and-waivers/ 

 
# # # # 

 
If you have questions or need additional information, contact:  jleng1747@gmail.com.   

Information about the Coalition, its members and advocacy initiatives including testimony. 
https://www.acshoco.org/programs/community-partnerships/housing-affordability-coalition/ 

 
The Coalition appreciates the logistical support provided by the  
Association of Community Services in community partnership. 
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