
 

 

 
Howard County Housing Affordability Coalition 

 
 

October 24, 2021 

CALL TO ACTION  
 

Let County Council members know by October 29 that you support the APFO waiver 
necessary to enable redevelopment of the Roslyn Rise Housing Complex in Columbia. 

 
To:  mailto:Councilmail@howardcountymd.gov 
 
Subject:  Approve CR 144 and CR 145 
 

Message: Approval of the APFO waiver for the Roslyn Rise project should not be a school 

capacity versus affordable housing issue.   This is an opportunity to address school (Bryant 

Woods) over-crowding AND to improve the living conditions of 58 low-income families AND 

contribute to diluting the concentration of low income housing in Columbia. 

 

Background 

Roslyn Rise, built in the 1970s, is the first of five Columbia affordable housing complexes that Enterprise 

Community Development has committed to re-develop.  The Roslyn Rise project is consistent with both 

Housing Opportunities Master Plan recommendations to preserve and de-concentrate low-income 

housing and the Rouse vision of diversity, social equity and opportunity throughout Columbia.  The 

project will add 95 units and disperse the total of 153 units across the income spectrum (a third each at 

0-40% AMI, 41-80 AMI and above 80% AMI).  Further, the additional market rate units will provide 

sustainable income to maintain the property.  

 

The Issue 

Some County Council members are concerned that approval of the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance 

(APFO) waiver will result in further burdening the projected over-capacity Bryant Woods Elementary 

School.  If the waiver is not approved, the development will lose the benefit of $23 million resulting from 

the Federal Low Income Tax Credit (LIHTC) program, thereby making the project financially unfeasible.   

Not redeveloping the Roslyn Rise complex will leave 58 low-income families living in substandard and 

unsafe housing that impacts their children’s health and capacity to learn. 

 

Key Points.   

>    The requirements of the APFO waiver are met by the proposed plan as there is projected capacity in 

adjacent, recently renovated Swansfield and Running Brook elementary schools to absorb the projected 

increase in students. 

 

NOTE:  This document corrects an error in the previously issued—October 22—CALL TO ACTION, which 
inaccurately stated that the future new Columbia elementary school for which Howard Hughes has 
allocated land has been funded.  At this time, the school is projected for funding in FY 2030.   
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>     There are short-term options to help relieve Bryant Woods projected overcapacity and aging 

infrastructure issues that can be implemented in the two-to-three years that it will take to complete the 

Roslyn Rise project. The options include: 

>>   The availability of State “Build to Learn Act” school funds to rehabilitate Bryant Woods and 

Faulkner Ridge elementary schools.  

>>   Use of the Faulkner Ridge elementary school building, enabling short-term use as transition 

space for Bryant Woods students. 

>>   Immediately building the new Columbia elementary school for which property has been 

allocated.  

 

>     There will be no increase in the number of affordable/subsidized housing units; therefore the 

projected increase in students will come from the workforce and market rate units contributing to 

diluting the concentration of poverty and increasing diversity in the impacted schools—goals shared by 

housing advocates and the Board of Education. 

 

>     Seniors and people with disabilities will benefit from the 72 new affordable and accessible units, which 

will not add significantly to school capacity but will address critical housing need for these populations.  

 

>     The Wilde Lake Village Board supports the redevelopment of Roslyn Rise as a project that will provide 

significant improvements to the neighborhood and benefits to its residents.  

 

>     Redevelopment of the five Enterprise Columbia projects will preserve approximately 7 percent of the County’s 

affordable housing inventory. 

 

The County Council will discuss CR 144 and CR 145 at its October 25 work session  
and is expected to vote on the issue at its November 1 legislative session. 

 

Every voice in support of affordable housing  

and Roslyn Rise students and their families is important.   Make sure that yours is heard.  

 

 

 Recent Read 

Baltimore SUN; October 21.  Housing policy affects population health… Studies show that providing Americans 
with more options for safe, affordable housing could yield a broad array of benefits for the nation, from greater 
social cohesion to helping close the educational achievement gap. Not least, providing more affordable housing 
also has the potential to improve community health and address some of the stark health disparities that became 
so vivid and heartbreaking during the pandemic. 
http://digitaledition.baltimoresun.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=1f9d3a61-47b8-41c1-afd1-a257081cbb4c 
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For further information, contact:  jleng1747@gmail.com.  
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