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On behalf of the Howard County Housing Affordability Coalition I appreciate the opportunity to 
convey the Coalition’s strong support for approval of Council Resolutions 144 and 145 that would 
approve Enterprise Community Development’s request for a PILOT.   These PILOTs are an essential 
element of the redevelopment of the Roslyn Rise apartment complex in Columbia, one of the five 
Columbia affordable housing developments that Enterprise is committed to redeveloping.  These five 
developments comprise about seven (7%) percent of the County’s current affordable housing stock.  
 
Consistent both with Housing Opportunities Master Plan recommendations to preserve and  
De-concentrate low income housing and the Rouse vision of diversity, social equity and opportunity 
throughout Columbia, the addition of 95 units and the dispersal of the total of 153 units across the 
income spectrum (a third each at 0-40% AMI, 41-80 AMI and above 80% AMI) will dilute the 
concentration of the very low and low income households.  Further, the additional market rate units 
will provide sustainable income to maintain the property in concert with Enterprise’s long-term 
business plan.    
 
Approval of these PILOTs will enable creation of new, safe and attractive mixed-income housing that 
will be fiscally-sustainable for the long-term, thereby not only significantly improving the quality of 
living for some of our county’s low and lowest income residents, but as importantly, preserving 
affordability for the next generation.  
 
The Coalition understands the difficult challenge the Council faces in balancing the need for safe, 
affordable housing with other needs of the communities in question.  We recognize that adding 95 
more housing units will impact traffic and schools, but losing any of our County’s already limited 
affordable housing stock to disrepair or the termination of affordability restrictions is not an 
acceptable alternative.   We support the finding that the Roslyn Rise redevelopment project meets 
the requirements of the Special Affordable Housing Opportunities pursuant to the Adequate Public 
Facilities Ordinance (APFO) and should proceed as provided under APFO.  Approving the PILOT and 
not approving the exception kills the project. 
 
Just as Downtown Columbia is celebrating its redevelopment, so too should the areas surrounding 
downtown be given the opportunity to revitalize.  Approval of these two PILOTs will be the County’s 
contribution to this revitalization—including diversification and de-concentration—and will 
underscore the County’s commitment to sustainable affordable housing and the families that housing 
serves.  Approval will also enable Enterprise to do in its own community what it does for communities 
across the country. 
 
The Coalition urges Council adoption of Council Resolutions 144 and 145.    
 
Respectfully, 

Jackie Eng 

Jackie Eng, Coalition Coordinator 
leng1747@gmail.com; 410-808-9677 
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