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July 15, 2010
For Immediate Release

Contact:
 Karen Lubieniecki 301-490-7434
Karen.Lubieniecki@acshoco.org
Association of Community Services Elects New Officers and Directors
Columbia, MD…The Association of Community Services (ACS) has elected its new officers and new members to its Board of Directors.  Officers for 2010-2011 include as President, Harry Schwarz, principal, BEAR Solutions, LLC and a Community Advocate; Vice President, Jackie Eng, Bridges to Housing Stability; Secretary, Jodi Finkelstein, Community Advocate; and Treasurer, Debra Popiel, Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center, Inc.  Jay Blackman, immediate Past President will also serve as an officer. The Association also elected new Directors who will serve three-year terms.

New Officers:
· Harry Schwarz, President, is a principal at Bear Solutions, LLC, which provides management advisory services for start-up and evolving for profit and nonprofit organizations.  Prior to that he was Associate Vice President for Business Services for the Tai Sophia Institute, and also served as Business Manager at Maryland Community Health Initiatives. Mr. Schwarz lives in the Hickory Ridge area of Columbia.
· Jacqueline Eng, Vice President, is President of Bridges to Housing Stability. She has over 25 years professional experience, including executive positions in the federal government and three non-profit national and international organizations. Throughout her professional career, Jackie was involved in the development of regulatory and legislative health policy. She holds a baccalaureate in business administration from the University of Maryland and a Masters of Health Policy from the University of Maryland, Baltimore County.  Ms. Eng is a resident of Cooksville, Maryland.
· Jodie Finkelstein, Secretary, is a Community Advocate. A former Executive Director of The Domestic Violence Center, she is the vice-chair of the Governor’s Family Violence Council and a board member of the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence.  Jodi is a graduate of Leadership Howard County (2006) and a 2008 Weinberg Fellow.  She has an MSW degree from the University of Maryland and has spent over 15 years working in the violence prevention field.  She lives in Olney, Maryland.
Debra Popiel, Treasurer, is Deputy Director at Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center, Inc., which provides Howard County’s only emergency shelter program and 24-hour crisis intervention services. Ms. Popiel is a resident of Catonsville and holds a Ph.D from

Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Bethesda MD and an MA from UMBC.

· Jay Blackman, Past President is Senior Vice President of Operations at Howard County General Hospital.  Mr.  Blackman, who works in Columbia and is a resident of Towson, Maryland, is a graduate of Bucknell University, and holds an MA from Duke University.
New members of the Association’s Board are Gail Doerr, Director of Nursing and Allied Health Programs, Division of Continuing Education and Workforce Development, Howard Community College; Laurie Remer, Vice President of the Leadership Essential Programs, Leadership Howard County; Mary Schiller, Manager, Partnerships Office and Educational Foundation

Howard County Public Schools System, and Cathy Yost, Co-owner of The Business Monthly.
Members continuing on the Board are Jodi Finkelstein, Community Advocate; Dick Barnard, Howard County Government; Vidia Dhanraj, DVD Consultants; Lisa Dolce, Pinnacle Career Resources; Kari Ebeling, The Arc of Howard County; Mickey Gomez, The Volunteer Center Serving Howard County; Mary Lorsung, Community Advocate; Jessie Newburn, Community Advocate; Laura Smit, Community Advocate; Sue Song, Korean Care Line; Robert Turner, St. John Baptist Church.
The Association of Community Services is a membership organization of 140 non-profit, for profit, faith-based, and government agencies and community advocates that advances human services in Howard County through advocacy and education.  To learn more about the Association, its programs and services, along with how to join, visit www.acshoco.org or call 410-715-9545.
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